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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Seeger, faculty members honored as 'Outstanding' 
We've come a long way from the "GVSU Ladies ' Aid Society." 
Yet the women who wore sweatshirts with that logo to the Outstanding 
Women's Awards Ceremony did so proudly. And did so to honor Mary 
Seeger. (See photo on page 3.) 
Seeger, dean of Advising Resources and Special Programs, received the 
first Lifetime Achievement Award from the Women's Commission at the 
March 16 ceremony. She plans to retire on June 30 after 40 years at 
Grand Valley. 
Seeger introduced the fictional Ladies' Aid Society (and gave sweat-
shirts) "when things were not so good for women at Grand Valley," said 
Catherine Frerichs, who presented the award to Seeger. 
"Mary has done more than anyone else for the well-being of women on 
this campus," said Frerichs, director of the Pew Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center. 
Seeger was instrumental in developing the 1993 campus climate study, 
which surveyed faculty, staff and students on gender issues. The survey 
resulted in creation of the Women's Commission, expansion of the 
Children's Center, a task force on gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgendered 
issues and a salary study. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Recipients of awards given at the Outstanding Women's Ceremony 
are, left to right, Sonia Dalmia (Barbara Jordan Award), Mary Seeger 
(Women's Center Lifetime Achievement) and Gayla Jewell (Maxine 
Swanson Award). 
1965, or even 1995. She used a recent dinner party of campus women 
administrators as an example. 
After accepting the award, Seeger surveyed the crowd of more than 100 
and said the Grand Valley of today is a "different place" than it was in see "Awards ceremony" on page 2 
···--------------------------
Native American writer to address faculty, public 
The woman credited with advancing the field 
of American Indian literary studies will dis-
cuss her work and other Native American writ-
ers during two area appearances that celebrate 
March as Women's History Month. 
Award-winning poet and author Paula Gunn 
Allen will give public addresses at Grand 
Valley and at the Public Museum of Grand 
Rapids on March 30-31. Gunn Allen's visits 
are sponsored by Grand Valley's Women and 
Gender Studies Program and supported by 
other campus departments and community 
organizations. 
Her most recent work, Pocahontas: Medicine 
Woman, Spy, Entrepreneur, Diplomat, tells the 
story of Pocahontas from the Native American 
perspective. Gunn Allen, a descendent of 
Laguna Pueblo/Metis and Sioux tribes, is pro-
fessor emerita of English at UCLA. She won 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
an American Book 
Award in 1990 for 
Spider Woman's 
Granddaughters: 
Traditional Tales 
and Contemporary 
Writings by Native 
American Women. 
Recognized as a 
scholar, literary 
Paula Gunn Allen 
critic and teacher of Native American litera-
ture, Gunn Allen has taught at several colleges 
and universities. She has said that her lifelong 
focus on women is to promote awareness of 
Native American women and "let others know 
that women were not held down in all cul-
tures." 
She will discuss her works at "America the 
Beautiful: New Poems and Conversation," at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 31, in the 
Kirkhof Center's Grand River Room. Gunn 
Allen will lead a faculty workshop, "Teaching 
Native American Writings," from 11 :30 a.m.-
2 p.m. in rooms 215/216 of the Kirkhof 
Center. 
She will give a free lecture at the Public 
Museum of Grand Rapids at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 30. "It Looks the Same to 
Me: Post Seattle," will cover the World Trade 
Organization protests in Seattle and put them 
into a larger context of colonization. 
Also sponsoring Gunn Allen's appearances are 
the GVSU Women's Center, College of 
Interdisciplinary Initiatives, Office of 
Multicultural Affairs, Continuing Education, 
Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center, 
the Nokomis Foundation and Public Museum 
of Grand Rapids. 
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Across Campus 
Hauenstein Center fellows meet Bush Brady said students were careful to pick timely reports for the newscast 
and chose to highlight campus life at Grand Valley. 
Students reporters wrote and edited several pieces including stories on the 
student employment office, the Grand Rapids campus, the construction of 
the new academic center, the recreation center and the life of a campus 
crossing guard. 
President encourages 
participation in diversity survey 
Dear Faculty and Staff: 
Photo courtesy of Brian Flanagan 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies leadership fellows Brian 
Flanagan and Melissa Ware meet President George H. W. Bush dur-
ing a Texas trip to research presidents from the Lone Star State. 
As president of this university, I am interest-
ed in learning more about your diversity 
experiences at Grand Valley State 
University. To this end, I am inviting you to 
voluntarily participate in a diversity study. 
You should have received an e-mail indicat-
ing the link to the online survey. If you do 
not have access to the Internet, a hard copy 
of the survey can be made avai lable by con-
tacting Pat Oldt at oldtp@gvsu.edu or by calling x13296. 
FOX 17 airs student newscast The survey will take about 15 minutes to complete and responses will be 
anonymous in that answers will go to a secure site and identifiers wi ll 
not be attached to any survey results. The results of the survey will be 
the basis for a report to the university community identifying diversity 
issues that need to be addressed. Your views are most important in 
designing the future priorities for this university. Thank you for taking 
time to participate. 
Grand Valley broadcasting students wrote, produced and directed a half-
hour newscast that aired on WXMI-TV FOX 17 on March 20. 
Alan Bell, assistant professor of communications, said 18 students worked 
together to complete the project. 
Sincerely, 
Mark A. Murray "The students handled everything from start to finish," he said. "This was 
a great opportunity for students to get their work showcased throughout 
West Michigan." 
Carley Brady, a senior from Chesaning, was one of the students who 
helped produce the newscast. "It was challenging," she said. "We are used 
to putting together 15-minute newscasts with commercials; this was 30-
minutes with no commercials." 
The survey link for faculty is: 
www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2247KQW7SX4 
FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 32 
The GVSU Forum is pub)jshed by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The subrrus-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publjca-
tion items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" subrrussion form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opporturuty institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
The survey link for staff is: 
www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB2247KS87TQR 
···---------------------------
Awards ceremony honors faculty members, students 
continued from page 1 
"There were nine of us around the table. Ten years 
ago, I would have been at the table by myself," she 
said. 
Other faculty awards were given to Gayla Jewell, 
assistant professor of nursing, and Sonia Dalmia, 
assistant professor of economics. 
The Women's Commission selected Jewell as the 
Maxine Swanson recipient, in part, because of her 
involvement as faculty adviser for Voices for 
Healthy Choices, cooperative work to create a sem-
inar for middle-age women on campus, and efforts 
in leading health brigades to Miraflor, Nicaragua. 
Dalmia received the Barbara Jordan Award for her 
academic work with gender and economics and 
community work with the West Michigan Women 's 
Studies Council, GROW of Grand Rapids and other 
organizations. 
Positive Black Women awarded scholarships to four 
students: Chanda Jordan, Shana Kirby, Britney 
Todd-White and Dorothy Sewe. Since establishing 
in 1994, and creating an endowed scholarship in 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Mary Seeger, fourth from left, stands with mem-
bers of the 'GVSU Ladies' Aid Society ' From left to 
right are Kathleen Vanderveen, Sulari White, 
Betty Schaner, Seeger, Catherine Frerichs, Gayle 
Davis and Shantel LoFiego. 
2000, PBW has awarded $9,700 in scholarships to 
African American women. 
The Women 's Center gave its Outstanding Female 
Student Awards to Jennifer Moore, Jasmine Tolbert 
and Nina Franz. 
What's Ahead 
Alumni Association, Career 
Services host roundtable 
Grand Valley's Alumni Association and Career 
Services Office will host a roundtable discus-
sion on,.career options with a liberal arts degree. 
The roundtable and networking session will run 
from 4-6 p.m. on Tuesday, March 22, in the 
Pere Marquette Room of the Kirkhof Center. 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
will moderate the panel discussion. Alumni 
included on the panel are Rebecca Hambleton, 
'96 (international relations), Natalie Sluja, '96 
(biochemistry), Rita Amell, '87 (behavioral 
sciences), Vondie Woodbury, ' 71 (political sci-
ence), Bob Tarte, '76 (English), and Bill 
VanArk, '68 (mathematics). 
The event is free, but reservations are required 
and can be made by calling Career Services at 
x13311 or sending an e-mail to 
career@gvsu.edu. 
Work Life program 
discusses summer care 
options for kids 
The Work, Family and Life Program is sponsor-
ing an informational program about summer 
care options, including local camps and day 
care options, for K-12 children. 
It will be presented from noon- I p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 23, in room 201D of the 
DeVos Center; and noon-I p.m. on Friday, 
March 25, in rooms 215/216 of the Kirkhof 
Center. Participants are encouraged to bring their 
lunches, beverages and cookies will be provided. 
RSVP by calling x12215. People interested in 
the program but unable to attend either session 
can call Sue Sloop, Work Life consultant, at 
x12215. 
Two 'Her Story' 
presenta-
tions 
scheduled 
TRiO Director 
Amie Smith-
Alexander will talk 
about her life and 
career path at the 
next installment of 
the "Her Story" 
series. 
Arnie Smith-Alexander 
Smith-Alexander is 
director of Grand Valley's TRiO Upward Bound, 
TRiO Upward Bound Math and Science and 
McNair Scholars Program. Her talk will begin at 
noon on Wednesday, March 23, in cabins D, E 
and F of the Kirkhof Center. Participants are 
encouraged to bring their lunches. 
Catherine Frerichs, director of the Pew Faculty 
Teaching and Leaming Center, will repeat her 
presentation at noon on Thursday, March 24, in 
the University Club room of the De Vos Center. 
The series is sponsored by the Women's Center 
and Women's Commission. It offers the campus 
community an opportunity to hear life stories 
from women in leadership positions. 
Technology Fair address 
focuses on 'Survival Skills' 
An internationally known leader in educational 
technology will give the keynote address and lead 
a break-out session at the fourth annual Teaching 
& Learning with Technology Fair, scheduled 
from 1-5 p.m. on Wednesday, March 23, in 
Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos Center. 
Alan November, one of the original five nation-
al Christa McAuliffe Educators, will open the 
fair and discuss "Survival Skills for the Digital 
Immigrant," a humorous look at ways to use 
technology to improve learning. He will also 
lead a session at 2:30 p.m. on "Teaching Zack 
to Think: Developing Critical Thinking Skills," 
which provides step-by-step teaching tips that 
help students and teachers think critically about 
Internet information. 
Faculty exhibits will be open from 2-5 p.m. The 
fair is sponsored by the Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center and the Educational Technology 
Department, with support from the Zumberge 
Library and Continuing Education. For more 
information, call Glenna Decker at x12598. 
Local voting history topic 
of public lecture 
The distinction Grand Rapids earned for its 
"Get Out the Vote" campaigns in the 1920s will 
be discussed at a free public lecture by 
Professor Liette Gidlow, Wednesday, March 23, 
7:30 p.m. at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Museum, 303 Pearl NW in Grand Rapids. 
Gidlow is associate professor of history and 
director of the Graduate Internship Program at 
Bowling Green State University. She is the 
author of The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer 
Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, which 
was based in part on research done in Grand 
Rapids. She is an expert in American political 
history, public policy and women's history. 
Her presentation, "Selling the City on 
Citizenship: Politics and Consumer Culture in 
1920s Grand Rapids," will discuss the decline 
in presidential voting that began in the 1920s 
and how citizen groups, including the League of 
Women Voters chapter in Grand Rapids, 
attempted to "sell" Americans on citizenship 
and voting. During the 1920s, turnout of eligi-
ble voters in presidential elections fell below 50 
percent for the first time in a century. 
The Women's History Month presentation is 
sponsored by Grand Valley's General Education 
Program, Department of History and 
Department of Political Science, and the Grand 
Rapids Historical Commission, Grand Rapids 
Historical Society, Greater Grand Rapids 
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Women's History Council and Gerald R. Ford 
Presidential Museum. For more information call 
xl3429. 
Islamic Art lecture 
highlights Arab Culture 
week 
Grand Valley's Middle Eastern Studies program 
and the Arab Culture Club present a lecture by 
Islamic Art expert Sheila Blair of Boston 
College. Blair's presentation will be introducto-
ry in nature, suggesting ways of understanding 
Islamic civilization through its arts. 
Blair's fields of interest include Islamic art -
especially the arts of Iran and Central Asia -
the art and architecture produced under the 
Mongols, calligraphy and books. She has writ-
ten 10 books, including several international 
award-winners, and more than 200 articles. 
Several of her books were written with her hus-
band, Jonathan Bloom, with whom she served 
as artistic consultant to the three-hour documen-
tary "Islam: Empire of Faith," shown on PBS. 
The lecture is Wednesday, March 23, from 
7-9 p.m. in the Loosemore Auditorium of the 
De Vos Center. The lecture is part of the Arab 
Culture Club's "Explore the Arab World" week, 
which includes a series of activities culminating 
in the popular Taste of the Arab World on 
Thursday, March 24, in the Grand River Room 
of Kirkhof Center. 
Author and activist Tim Wise will lecture on 
Thursday in the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Professionals of Color 
series brings 
social justice activist 
A social justice activist for more than 20 years 
will address combating institutional racism dur-
ing a Professionals of Color lecture. 
The presentation by Tim Wise will begin at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday, March 24, in the Cook-
De Witt Center. 
Wise is one of the most prominent white anti-
racist voices in the United States. As the direc-
tor of the Tennessee-based Association for 
White Anti-Racist Education (AWARE), he lec-
tures across the country about gender bias and 
the growing gap between rich and poor. He is 
the author of Speaking Treason Fluently: Anti-
Racist Reflections From an Angry White Male , 
Hardcover Hate, and Little White Lies. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., March 21 
12-1:30 p.m.: Writing Department presents read-
ing by Patricia Clark. Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. 
Tues., March 22 
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Association Breakfast Series presents Daniel 
Griswold, CATO Institute, Washington, D.C. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
12-2 p.m.: Cooperative Learning Workshop spon-
sored by Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center. 204 KC. Call x 13498 to register. 
4-6 p.m.: Career Services, Alumni Association 
Roundtable. Career Options with a Liberal 
Arts Degree. KC, Pere Marquette Room. Call 
xl3311 to register. 
8 p.m.: Perugino String Quartet performance. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Wed., March 23 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
xl2204 for more information. 
12 and 12:45 p.m.: Weight Watchers free open 
meeting. 201 KC. Call x12595 for more 
information. 
12-1 p.m.: Summer care options presentation by 
Sue Sloop, Human Resources. 201D DEV. 
Call x12215 to RSVP. 
12 noon: Her Story series featuring Arnie Smith-
Alexander. Cabins D, E, F, KC. 
1-5 p.m.: Teaching & Learning with Technology 
Fair. Keynote address presented by Alan 
November. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call xl2598 for more information. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Building Confidence through 
Content Series: Physical and Chemical 
Changes in Matter and Energy. Sponsored by 
the Regional Math & Science Center. Call 
x12267 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Middle Eastern Studies presentation: "An 
Introduction to Islamic Art," by Professor 
Sheila Blair, Boston College. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. 
7:30 p.m. : Women's History Month presentation: 
"Selling the City on Citizenship: Politics and 
Consumer Culture in 1920s Grand Rapids," 
by Professor Liette Gidlow, Bowling Green 
University. Ford Presidential Library, Grand 
Rapids. 
Thurs., March 24 
8 a.m.-4 p.m.: Excellence Series: Healing 
Racism workshop presented by Steve Robbins 
(day 1 of 2). 215/216 KC. Call x12215 to reg-
ister. 
12 noon: Her Story series featuring Catherine 
Frerichs. University Club, DEV. 
4-6 p.m.: Retirement open house honoring Mary 
Ellen Rivers-Barber. Meadows Clubhouse. 
5:30-7 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture 
Series featuring author and lecturer, Tim 
Wise. CDC. 
VENTS 
6 p.m.: Arab Culture Club presents Taste of Arab 
World. KC, Grand River Room. 
Fri., March 25 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV. 
Call xl 7483 for more information. 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Excellence Series: Healing 
Racism workshop presented by Steve Robbins 
(day 2 of 2). Grand River Room, KC. Call 
x12215 to register. 
12-1 p.m. : Summer care options presentation by 
Sue Sloop, Human Resources. 215/216 KC. 
Call x12215 to RSVP. 
Sports 
Thurs., March 24 
12 noon: Women's Tennis hosts Walsh 
University. Grand Rapids. 
8 p.m.: Men's Tennis hosts Walsh University. 
Fri., March 25 
12 & 4 p.m.: Baseball hosts Ashland. 
Sat., March 26 
12 & 4 p.m. : Baseball hosts Ashland. 
Mon., March 28 
3 p.m.: Men's Tennis at Aquinas. Grand Rapids. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Nancy Patterson, assistant professor of educa-
tion, was interviewed by the New York Times for 
a story about problems related to computerized 
writing assessment. 
Craig Benjamin, assistant professor of history, 
and Kurt Ellenberger, associate professor of 
music, were interviewed by WGVU about the 
relationship between jazz musicians and civil 
rights in the 1960s. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was interviewed by WOOD-
TV Channel 8 for a story about legislation being 
introduced regarding the creation of a Great 
Lakes Aquatic Nuisance Species Coalition. 
Sketches 
Linda Chown, professor of English, gave a 
presentation, "Hybridity, Focalizing Narrating 
Weave and J.M. Coetzee's Critical Enigma," at 
the 14th Annual British Commonwealth and 
Postcolonial Studies Conference and Third 
Conference of the U.S . Chapter in Savannah, 
Georgia. 
Craig Benjamin, assistant professor of history, 
gave a lecture, "Black Music, Black Power: The 
Response of Jazz Musicians to the Civil Rights 
Movement in the 1960s," at the Loosemore 
Auditorium for Black History Month. 
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, co-authored an article, 
"Population Dynamics of Wetland Fishes: 
Spatio-Temporal Patterns Synchronized by 
Hydrological Disturbance?," published in the 
Journal of Animal Ecology. 
Maureen Ryan, assistant professor of nursing, 
presented a poster, "Interdisciplinary 
Collaboration Between Nurse Practitioner 
Students and Medical Residents: Attitudes, 
Barriers and Facilitating Factors," at the 18th 
annual Pacific Nursing Research Conference in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Charles Pazderink, assistant professor of 
Classics, wrote a chapter, "Justinianic Ideology 
and the Power of the Past," for the Cambridge 
Companion to the Age of Justinian. 
Marketing faculty members John Taylor and 
Douglas R. Robideaux co-authored an article, 
"Costs of the U.S.-Canada Border," for a book, 
North American Economic and Financial 
Integration. 
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